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The Withersfield News 

News, Views and Information from your local area 

 



Parish Council  

Chairman – Terry Rich 01440 421724  

Clerk – Jill Johnson 01440 706599  

Councillors  

Ian Kinloch - Footpaths 01440 702048  

Frank Eve 01440 763956  

Rosie Wenham 01440 710798  

Russell Wallington 07510 223991  

Lucy Guest  - email below 

arboretum_community@outlook.com  

Peter Lord  - email below 

peter_lord@hotmail.com  

Suffolk County Councillor  

Mary Evans 01284 789478  

St Edmundsbury Borough Councillor  

Jane Midwood 01440 820360  

MP West Suffolk  

Matthew Hancock 01638 565945  

Speedwatch coordinator  

Christopher Oakes 01440 703939  

St Mary’s Church, Withersfield—

Rector  

Rev. Cannon Ian Finn  07981 371732 

ian.finn1@btinternet.com  

 

Withersfield Carpet Bowls  

Ian McNeil 01440 762945  

Wheezers Cycling Club  

Steve Laycock 01440 707890  

slaycock@cix.co.uk 

Bridge Club  

Marion Holloway 01440 783312  

Sport & Recreation Club Vacant  

Acting Churchwardens  

Carl West-Meads 07932 609121  

Michael Slinger 01440 709440  

Village Hall Warden  

Jenny Rajack 07917 167891  

Who’s Who in our village  Clubs!  

mailto:arboretum_community@outlook.com
mailto:peter_lord@hotmail.com
mailto:ian.finn1@btinternet.com


Editors comments 

Dear residents, 

Here we are once again...at the end 
of the year which is the start of the 
Christmas Season. I have often won-
dered where the term "Christmas" 
comes from and what does it mean? 
Most of us would assume it origi-
nates from the word Christ, as the 
whole idea of Christmas is to cele-
brate the birth of Jesus (no, it's not 
just about the presents). To a point 
that is the case - the word is a short-
ened form of "Christ's mass", or 
"Cristes Maesse" as it was first rec-
orded in 1038.  

When did we start celebrating 
Christmas? Interestingly, early Chris-
tians actively rejected the celebration 
of Christ’s birth as they saw birthdays 
as a pagan ritual, followed in the bi-
ble by figures like the Pharaoh.  

December 25th was established as the 
Nativity Feast Day (not necessarily the 
day Jesus was born - but that's another 
story) and the official 'Nativity Mass' 
was the first Mass of the day, held at 
9am. As time passed the celebration of 
Christmas became more popular - and 
so too did the liturgical practices that 
went with it. Christmas Mass became a 
central fixture in the church calendar, 
which led to the day becoming known 
as Christ's Mass by the 11th century. 

Why is Christmas shortened to Xmas? 
It turns out we've got the Greeks to 
thank for that. The word Khrīstos (the 
origin of the word Christ) appears as 
"Χριστός" when written in Greek. 
There is an alternative theory that the 
use of Xmas stems from an attempt by 
some to remove the religious tradition 
from Christmas by removing the word 
Christ, but it's use dates all the way 
back to the 16th century. 

Happy Festivities to all the residents! 

Elaine McInnes-Rich      Editor 

We always seek authors for news, views and information from our Parish  

Residents on local interests! 

Deadline for news for the next newsletter is 20th Jan 2019 

SMALL £45. 6x9cm     MEDIUM £60 13x6cm 

LARGE £90 9x13cm    FULL PAGE £120 13x19cm 

For enquires email: richard@smartex.com  

Advertiser 

 rates for 2019 

Per year 6 issues 

https://www.thesun.co.uk/topic/christmas-2016/


Clarifications & corrections 

In the Oct/Nov edition Ann Woods 
placed an article on the results of the 
Summer Garden Bowls Tournament. 
Ann would like it noted how grateful 
she is to everyone who took part or 
supported the event and especially to 
the heat hosts who gave us such 
splendid hospitality. A big thank you 
to Felicity & Michael  for hosting the 
final in their beautiful garden. 

The newsletter comes together from 
articles provided by residents. We do 
our utmost to ensure we publish accu-
rate, high quality articles.  

However if any of you spot errors do 
please contact Elaine  

on: elainemcinnes64@gmail.com 

WITHERFIELD MINI-FETE 

 

I feel a bit like the Returning Officer 
at an election, but thought everyone 
would like to see the final results 
from the Mini Fete.  The overall re-
sult, after costs, was a profit of 
£1788.88.  There will, in due course, 
be some gift aid to recover on dona-
tions, so that the final profit will be 
just over £1850.  

 

The takings from the stalls were 
£1846.88 and we received donations 
of £260.  The costs included travel for 
the musicians, hall hire on several oc-
casions, printing and the money priz-
es for the raffle – totalling £318.  
Some of these costs were specifically 
covered by the donations received. 

 

Once again, many thanks to everyone 
who manned stalls, helped, baked, 
donated gifts and produce, and also 
those who bought!  The funds will be 
used towards the maintenance of the 
church and churchyard for this year. 

 

 

Felicity Slinger for Withersfield PCC 

Withersfield Mini-Fete 

 



News from the Parish Council 

Remembrance Day 

It was fantastic to see so many of you 
gathering at our splendidly restored 
war memorial on Sunday 11th Novem-
ber to commemorate the 100th anni-
versary of the ending of the first 
World War. It was a special honour to 
lay the wreath on behalf of the Village 
and the Parish Council. The street par-
ty in the Village Hall that followed was 
a great event and such a pleasure to 
see how the collective efforts of so 
many of you made for such a wonder-
ful afternoon.  A special thankyou to 
Stella Eve who was instrumental in 
bringing everyone together to organ-
ise the event. 

Consulting on our Neighbourhood 
Plan 

I have not had many responses so far 
concerning the proposed Withersfield 
Neighbourhood Plan.  Those who 
have given comments have men-
tioned the issue of “back-garden” or 
“in-fill” developments with most con-
sidering that they are a way of in-
creasing the number of homes in the 
village without adversely impacting 
on the village character of With-
ersfield. Others have stressed the im-
portance of maintaining the rural na-
ture of Withersfield and looking for 
ways to reduce the flow of traffic 
through the village.  Everyone so far 
has stressed the importance of us 
maintaining a green break between  

 Withersfield and Haverhill. We will 
be gathering views of the main issues 
over the coming months and arrang-
ing meetings to outline how things 
are progressing in the months to 
come. If you have views on the fac-
tors that we should be including 
please do get in touch with me at: 
terryrich53@gmail.com or  

withersfieldpc@gmail.com 
 

Traffic and speeding 

We held a useful meeting with Suffolk 
Highways officers and County Coun-
cillor Mary Evans last month. There 
was some progress on investigating 
the possibility of 40 mph zones on 
the roads entering the village.  Traffic 
survey work will be undertaken to 
gather the evidence to support the 
case. A range of other issues were 
raised, including whether width re-
strictions and speed tables might be 
possible.  The County Council made it 
clear that all measures will cost mon-
ey – and that it will probably up to 
the Parish Council to come up with 
the funds if schemes get approved. 
The Parish Council, together with our 
SpeedWatch group will continue to 
work on options. Please send me 
your views at: 

terryrich53@gmail.com or  

withersfieldpc@gmail.com 

Terry Rich   Chairman  WPC 

mailto:terryrich53@gmail.com
mailto:withersfieldpc@gmail.com
mailto:terryrich53@gmail.com
mailto:withersfieldpc@gmail.com


Our Village Remembers 

The village had a tremendous turnout on a sunny, Sunday 11th November to 
remember those who served, sacrificed, 
rebuilt and changed the nation following 
the end on WW1.  
 
The service at the memorial included a 
wonderful Last Post from Colin, then on-
to the church. This was followed by a 
wonderful bring and share lunch in the 
village hall where around 60 residents 
came together to share their own family 
memories as well as to remember those 
villagers who sacrificed their lives.   



Our Village Remembers 

A very special thank you goes 

to Stella Eve  and her team for 

organising such a moving and 

thoroughly enjoyable lunch.  

A great amount of thought, 

preparation and care went in-

to this superb event. 

 

A heart felt thank you from 

all the residents! 



Village Hall timetable 

Jenny the Warden, is  always trying to find classes that are of use to our community and 
is aware that there are a lot of young families in the village and at the arboretum now . 

If anyone has regular classes they want to put on please let Jenny know and she will do 
her best to find a suitable slot for everyone or keep them on file should a slot  becomes 
free.                   

Email: withersfieldvillagehall@gmail.com 



 Bin dates for the diary Christmas timetable 

 

 

Weekly bin collection dates for 

Jan 2019 

Thursday collections 

Black & brown bins  

10th & 24th Jan 

Blue bins 

17th & 31st Jan 

Friday collections 

Black bin & brown bins 

11th & 25th Jan 

Blue bins 

18th Jan 

Weekly bin collection dates for 

Dec 2018  

Thursday collections 

Black & brown bins  

13th Dec 

Blue bins 

6th & 20th Dec 

Friday collections 

Black bin & brown bins 

14th Dec 

Blue bins 

7th & 21st Dec 

Usual Collection Revised Collection Change 

Thu 27 December Fri 28 December 1 day late 

Fri 28 December Sat 29 December 1 day late 

They will be working normally on Monday 31 December, all other 
collections that week will be one day late and the scheduled Friday 

collection will take place on Saturday 5th January.  



CHRISTMAS  BAZAAR 

  

SATURDAY 1st December 1pm 

VILLAGE  HALL 

  

(gifts, books, decorations, produce, 
tombola, refreshments, raffle, jum-

ble) 

  

ADMISSION  BY  £1 raffle ticket for a 
cake 

  

(in aid of the WCPF & the East Angli-
an Ambulance Service) 

  

We would be very grateful for dona-
tions of items to sell, pre-loved as 
well as new.  If you have anything to 
donate please bring it to the village 
hall between 9 & 10 am on the Satur-
day morning or, for a collection, 
please ring Ann the week before on:  

707819 

  

DECORATING THE CHURCH FOR 
CHRISTMAS 

 

Each year a special effort is made to 
get our beautiful church decorated 
for Christmas. 

All are welcome to come and help do 
this, which we do in time for the car-
ol service. 

 

This year we shall be decorating the 
church for Christmas on 

 

Friday, 14th December 2018 

from 09.30 a.m. 

 

Please come along and share time 
with others and chat as we decorate 

 

Refreshments provided! 

 

Rosie Wenham 

710798 



Services in St. Mary’s Church, 
Withersfield will take place as 
follows on: 

 

2nd Dec  11.15  

Holy Communion 

9th Dec 

NO SERVICE IN WITHERSFIELD 

16th Dec 3.00 p.m.  Carol Service 

23rd Dec  

NO SERVICE IN WITHERSFIELD 

25th Dec 11.15   

Holy Communion Christmas Ser-
vice 

30th December   

NO SERVICE IN WITHERSFIELD 

 

CHURCH SERVICE TIMES 

Dec 2018   

CHURCH SERVICE TIMES 

Jan 2019  

Services in St. Mary’s Church, 
Withersfield will take place as fol-
lows on: 

 

6th Jan 11.15   

Holy Communion 

13th Jan   

NO SERVICE IN WITHERSFIELD 

20th Jan  4.00 p.m.  Evensong 

27th Jan  

NO SERVICE IN WITHERSFIELD 

 

When there is no service in Withersfield, there is 09.30 service of Holy  

Communion in St. Mary’s Church, Haverhill. 



Dec 2018   Church flowers 

1st  and 8th  Dec    NO FLOWERS IN 
ADVENT 

 

15th Dec    All for Carol Service 
please use white/yellow flowers for 
your “window” or space. 

 

22nd and 29th Dec  Angela Kinloch 
 

Dec 2018   Church cleaning 

1st Dec                          Susan Hamilton 

 

8th and 15th Dec        Rosie Wenham 

 

22nd and 29th Dec   Karen Williams 
 

 

Jan 2019 Church flowers 

5th and 12th Jan         Sian Gilligan 

 

19th and 26th Jan   Nicola Randall 

 

Jan 2019    Church cleaning 

5th and 12th Jan            Stella Eve 

 

19th and 26th Jan             Nick Randall 

St Mary’s Church  



 

 

This space could  

be yours! 

Advertise here for as little 

as £45 per year & reach 

400 local  

residents 

Contact:  

Richard@smartex.com 

 

 

Withersfield Oil Syndicate 

We order burning oil about 4 times a year to take advantage of bulk 
discount and everyone pays the same price per litre. In November we 
paid 52.5p +VAT 

 

The cut off time for our next order is 6pm on Thursday 10th January 

2019. If you want to find out more about the syndicate please visit 

http://theoilsyndicate.wordpress.com or get in touch by email or 

phone.   

Cliff Hall 01440 708648                  

email theoilsyndicate@gmail.com 

 

http://theoilsyndicate.wordpress.com
mailto:theoilsyndicate@gmail.com


  Carpet bowls 
 

On behalf of the Withersfield Bowls Club I would 
like to thank the Villagers who generously donated 
prizes for the raffle at our recent Charity Bowls 
Tournament. After a lot of hard work before and at 
the tournament, we managed to raise the fantastic 
sum of £1535.00 which is being forwarded to the 
Alzheimer’s Society, our chosen charity for this 
year. 

Clare Haywood 

 
 

Dec 2018 

Mon    3rd                     Club Night                                   Village Hall       7.00pm 

Tues   4th                   Fornham All Saints K.O. Cup Fordham 7.15pm 

Mon 10th             Club Night Village Hall 7.00pm 

Tues 

11th 

Fornham All 

Saints               

K.O. 

Cup                                       

Village 

Hall                   

7.15pm  

  

Sun   16th Suffolk Triples                       

Mon 17th Fun Night               Village 

Hall                   

7.00pm 

  

Jan 2019 

Mon   7th                         Club Night Village Hall 7.00pm 

Mon 14th   Club night Village Hall 7.00pm 

Mon21st                    Singles Village Hall 7.00pm 

Tues 22nd   Hundon League 

Match                                 

Village Hall 7.15pm 

Mon 28th             Club Night   Village Hall         7.00pm 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Deadline for items 

for the next  

newsletter  

is 20th January 2019 

 

Email Elaine  

elainemcines64@gmail.com 

 



 

Red side up  

advert 



 

 

Carpet Cleaning  
& Stone Floors, Upholstery, Rugs 

A few points that make us stand out, 
 

Rothwell’s has been in business since 1993 

We’re an honest local family firm. 

Our large truck mounted machines mean more 

cleaning & drying power for excellent results. 

Members of both the NCCA and TACCA. 

We will move the furniture. 

100% satisfaction or it’s FREE. 
 

 

 

 

Call Oliver or Max Campbell  

for expert help today. 
 

01638 428 060   www.Rothwells.biz 

 



 

 

 

Consumer unit upgrades  

Internal and external lighting 

Extra sockets to full rewires 

Periodic test & inspections 

Landlord certificates 

…….and much more 

Local family business with 35 years experi-

ence. Please contact us to discuss your elec-

trical needs at: 

www.starelectricaluk.com 



All Green Services 

 

Grass Cutting, Strimming, Brush Cut-

ting 

Gardens, village greens, Churchyards & 

sports-fields (Mowers fitted with mulching 

kits) 

Spraying and Lawn Maintenance 

Patios & driveways, fertilising & spraying 

Hedge Cutting 

Including disposal of cuttings 

Firewood 

Seasoned firewood with free local delivery 

For friendly advice & a quotation please 

call: Simon Ratford on 07702 231 329  

(Full Public Liability Insurance) 



All Green Services 
 

 

 

 

Seasoned Firewood 

(Just over 2 cubic metre tipper 

truck load) 

Bags of kindling £5 

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY 

Please call Simon Ratford on: 

07702 231329/07803 989045 



 

 
 
Blinds & Curtains 

 by 
Matthew J Bramwell 

Supplier & fitter of made-to-

measure 

Blinds, Curtains, Tracks & Poles 

 
FREE  

Measure, Quote & Fitting 
 

bramwell281@btinternet.com 

www.mjbblindsandcurtains.com 

Call Matt on 07766 130149 

or  

01440 704371 



 







IP25 


