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News from the Parish Chairman 
Action in flood risks: Its good to see actions resulting from the Parish Council’s long and deter-

mined efforts to get Suffolk County Council to seriously address the risk of flooding at Church Street. 

Following the works to clear the watercourse along Stour Brook and the removal of some trees and 

vegetation on the church side bank, the drainage along the bottom of Church Street is now having a 

much needed and long awaited overhaul.  Despite some frustrations caused by the day time road clo-

sure and poor signage regarding accessibility during the evenings, we look forward to the completion 

of the works and anticipate improvements in future downpours. 

Meldham Bridge and the flood reservoir: The Parish Council has been in touch with the Envi-

ronment Agency regarding the growing problems with excessive vehicle use at the Meldham Bridge 

entrance to the West Park reservoir.  Rubbish accumulation, unauthorised access, overnight camping 

have all been cited.  We have been reassured that action is being taken and improvement are planned.  

We have also become aware of a growing problem of dog waste and rubbish along the walkways and 

that currently no agency is accepting responsibility for its collection.  We will be pursuing this issue and 

asking both County and Borough councils to find a solution. 

Broadband: Another step forward into the 21st Century has also been realised this month with high 

speed Broadband finally on tap in the village. Parish residents in Hanchett End and the Arboretum 

probably can’t quite appreciate the impact of below 1 Mb download speeds typically suffered by villag-

ers over recent years.  Now with the two hubs installed there are reports of up to 70 Mb, but typically 

25 – 30 Mbs with most providers.  However, residents need to be aware that they will have to contact 

their provider to upgrade their package if they want to take advantage of the higher speeds. 

The Haverhill Research Park: Residents at the Arboretum have had an anxious couple of months 

as the owners of the Research Park site sought to have planning conditions restricting the site to re-

search and hotel use removed.  This would have allowed the sites to be used for light industrial, with 

the inevitable outcome being that heavy vehicles would be using the estate road as the only access to 

the two largest sites.  However I am delighted to say that our arguments against the proposal carried 

weight with borough Councillors and on 12th March St Edmundsbury Borough Council’s Development 

Control Committee voted 8 - 3 to reject the applicant’s proposal,  However Planning Officers have 

asked that members consider the matter further next month and a site meeting for Councillors is due 

to be held shortly.  The Parish Council will continue to press our objections. 

Parish Council Vacancy: Thanks to Geoff Hayward who has had to stand down from the council due 

to work commitments. His work in pressing for action on traffic issues has been valuable.  This means 

that we have a vacancy for another co-optee to join the Parish Council.  If you are interested please do 

get in touch with either me or Jill Johnson, our Parish Council clerk at withersfeildpc@gmail.com 

Website: Don’t forget you can have access to all Parish Council documents, minutes, reports, finances 

on our website:  http://withersfield.onesuffolk.net/ 

Terry Rich Chairman   

Terryrich53@gmail.com 

mailto:withersfeildpc@gmail.com
http://withersfield.onesuffolk.net/
mailto:Terryrich53@gmail.com


Bin dates for the  

diary 

To Fete or not to Fete 

Every year the church in Withersfield 

holds a fund-raising activity.   

The money raised helps with the run-

ning costs of the church building – 

the grass cutting of the churchyard 

and its hedge cutting, the insurance 

for the building, the electricity bills 

and possibly small running repairs. 

The meeting to discuss plans for this 

year occurred after the print run for 

this newsletter. 

Therefore, any notices about a Fete 

will be posted on Withersfield Face-

book and the Arboretum Face book 

pages prior to the next publication 

of the newsletter in May. 

In the meantime if you would like to 

get involved please contact: 

 

 Rosie Wenham 01440 710798 

Weekly bin collection dates for 

2018 are not available online as 

yet 

BUT 

EASTER & BANK HOLIDAY BIN 

COLLECTIONS ARE: 

 

Thu 5 April will be Fri 6 April  

1 day late  

Fri 6 April will be Sat 7 April  

1 day late 

There will be no collections on 

bank holidays: Monday 7 May & 

Monday 28 May  

All collections during these bank 

holiday weeks will be one day 

later than your normal collection 

day 

Please make sure your correct  

bin is out for collection by 6.30 

am on the day of collection. 



Village Hall timetable 

Jenny the Warden, is  always trying to find classes that are of use to our community and 
is aware that there are a lot of young families in the village and at the arboretum now . 

If anyone has regular classes they want to put on please let Jenny know and she will do 
her best to find a suitable slot for everyone or keep them on file should a slot  becomes 
free.                   

Email: withersfieldvillagehall@gmail.com 



 

Sunday 1st  Easter Day  

8.15am  Holy Communion 

 

Sunday 8th Easter 2  

12.30pm  Holy Baptism 

 

Sunday 15th Easter 3  

6.00pm  Evensong 

 

Sunday 22nd  Easter 4  

11.15am  Holy Communion 

 

Sunday 29th  Easter 5  

no service 

 

 

 

Fifth Sundays in the Benefice 

Sunday 9.30am service will be Book of 
Common Prayer Holy Communion 

4.00pm  will be a full healing service with  

Anointing, Laying on of Hands,  

Reconciliation (Confession) 

Starts 29th April 

 

 

Sunday 6th Easter 6  

8.15am  Holy Communion 

 

Sunday 13th Easter 7  

no service 

 

Sunday 20th Pentecost  

6.00pm  Evensong 

 

Sunday 27th Trinity   

11.15am  Holy Communion 

 

 

CONFIRMATION : Sunday 22nd July 

Names of candidates for preparation being 
taken. 

 

Healing Ministry in Haverhill 

Each Sunday during Communion in the  

Lady Chapel. 

Laying on of Hands with prayer. 

Would you feel called by God and like to 
help with this? 

Have a word with Fr Ian or Fr Graham. 

First Sunday of the month Priestly 
Anointing offered at same  

CHURCH SERVICE TIMES 

IN APRIL 2018  

CHURCH SERVICE TIMES 

IN MAY 2018  



April 2018   Church flowers 

1st April   ALL FOR EASTER PLEASE 

Easter Day is Sunday 1st April 2018, 
so please can everyone do their 
flowers in “their” window by end of 
Saturday 31st March. 

 

7th and 14th April    Jackie Wareham 

21st and 28th April Celia Hall 

 

April 2018   Church cleaning 

1st April    Rosie Wenham 

7th and 14th April  Ann Woods 

21st and 28th April Rosie Wenham 

 

 May 2018   Church flowers 

5th and 12th May  Janet Holdom 

19th and 26th May   Christine Jackson 

 

May 2018    Church cleaning 

5th and 12th May      Susan Hamilton 

19th and 26th May Rosie Wenham 

St Mary’s Church  

rotas 



Rectory Rambles                                       

I write this as Lent reaches a mid point 
with Mothering Sunday and we begin the 
process of Lent when we turn our thoughts 
towards the Holy Week and Easter season, 
the Paschal mystery of triumph, betrayal, 
suffering, death and resurrection. 

 

This is the most important time of the 
Church’s year, at time when all Christians 
should make extra efforts to come and be 
with the Church congregation to celebrate, 
remember, and pray. 

 

Details of Holy Week and Easter services 
around the Benefice are in this publication.  
Please make use of the extra services 
offered for you. 

On Palm Sunday, we celebrate the first joy 
of the season, as we celebrate Our Lord's 
triumphant entrance into Jerusalem where 
he was welcomed by crowds worshiping 
him and laying down palm leaves before 
him. It also marks the beginning of Holy 
Week, with the greatest tragedy and sor-
row of the year. 

Jesus' triumphant return to Jerusalem is 
only one side of the story. 

By now many of the Jews are filled with 
hate for Our Lord. They want to see him 
stoned, calling Him a blasphemer, especial-
ly after offering proof of His Divinity during 
a winter visit to Jerusalem for the Feast of 
the Dedication. 

After this, Jesus went to Perea, where he 
was summoned to Bethany. There he raised 
Lazarus from the dead, a miracle  Jesus 
took refuge at Ephraim returning six days 
before Passover to Bethany, triumphantly 
entering Jerusalem. That evening, He 
leaves Jerusalem and returns Monday. He 
spent time with Gentiles in the Temple, and 
on Wednesday left for the Mount of Olives. 
Here he foretold the apostles the events of 
the next several days, including His impend-
ing death. 

He returned to Jerusalem on Thursday, to 
share the Last Supper with His apostles. He 
was subsequently arrested and tried. He 
was crucified at Calvary on Friday, outside 
the gates of Jerusalem. 

He was buried the same day, and arose 
three days later, on Easter Sunday. 

All of this is done by our Lord for for-
giveness of our sins, and for life everlasting 
with Him.  God so loved us, that He sent His 
only begotten Son to die for us, so that our 
sins maybe forgiven. 

Happy Easter 

Father Ian 

(Rector) 



 

2018	

	
	
	
	
	
	

ST.	MARY	the	VIRGIN,	HAVERHILL	

PALM	SUNDAY	
	
	

  9.30am   Procession of Palms  

                  Sung Eucharist + dramatic reading 

11.15am		Morning	Prayer	(Withersfield)	
11.00am			Elevenses	Church	
	
		4.00pm			Stations	of	the	Cross	

HOLY	MONDAY	 		
		7.30pm		Eucharist	

HOLY	TUESDAY	 	 								
		7.30pm		Eucharist	

HOLY	
WEDNESDAY	
	

		9.30am		Eucharist	
			

MAUNDY	
THURSDAY	
	

11.30am		Chrism	Mass	(Cathedral)	
	
7.30pm		Mass	of	the	Lord’s	Supper				 																																																	
Procession	of	Blessed	Sacrament	and	short	Vigil																																									

GOOD	FRIDAY	
	
	

		8.00am		Morning	Prayer	
10.00am	Procession	of	witness	to	the						
		Market	Square	(Haverhill	Churches	Together)													
1.15pm		Stations	of	the	Cross			
2.00pm	Liturgy	of	the	Lord’s	Passion		
																	Readings	Veneration	of	the	Cross	
																	Holy	Communion	Reserved	Sacrament	
6.00pm		Olivet	to	Calvary	a	sacred	reflection	

EASTER	EVE	
	
	

		9.00am		Morning	Prayer	
	
		8.00pm		Easter	Vigil	
																			Lighting	of	new	flame	
                 Readings Renewal of Baptism vows 

																			First	Mass	of	Easter	Day	

EASTER	DAY	
	
	

8.15am			Holy	Communion	BCP	(Withersfield)			
9.30am			Parish	Eucharist	
11.00am	Elevenses	Church	



AGM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Annual General Meeting of the 
Withersfield Church Preservation 
Fund committee will take place in the 
church on  

 

Friday 27th April, 2017 

At 7.00 p.m. 

In the church 

 

This meeting is open to all residents, 
so please come along to hear about 
what has happened to the money 
YOU have given.  This is the fund that 
has been set up for a few years and is 
growing as a result of the “begging” 
letters that go out to the parish in the 
Autumn. 

 

Rosie Wenham 

710798 

 

WITHERSFIELD CHURCH 
PRESERVATION FUND 

Red side up advert 

This space could  

be yours! 

Advertise here for as 

little as £45 per year & 

reach 400 local  

residents. 

Contact:  

Richard@smartex.com 

 



Matt Hancock MP 

Church spires to boost digital 

connectivity in rural areas  

Dear residents, 

I’ve signed an accord with between 

the government and the Church of 

England  to encourage the Church of 

England to use its buildings and other 

property to improve broadband, mo-

bile and WiFi connectivity for local 

communities.   

65% of Anglican churches and 66% of 

parishes in England are in rural areas 

and their locations at the heart of 

their communities mean they are 

often well placed to address connec-

tivity and coverage problems. 

This agreement with the Church of 

England will mean that even a 15th 

century building can help make Brit-

ain fit for the future - improving peo-

ple's loves by boosting connectivity in 

some of our hardest-to-reach areas. 

Matt Hancock MP 

email: 

matt.hancock.mp@parliament.uk  

 

Use it or lose it! 

Bus service to Haverhill via  

Sainsbury's 

Our bus service is at risk! 

 

The 351 between  

Great Bradley—Haverhill 

 

The service drivers tells us they 

need more passengers,  

otherwise it may be stopped. 

This would be a great pity. 

The service runs twice daily 

between Monday – Friday. 

Leaves:  

Withersfield, Nunns Corner  

09 41 & 12 04 

Returns: 

Sainsbury’s  

11 35 & 14 39 



Dear Residents of Withersfield,  

I recently responded to an ad in 

the Withersfield news by con-

tacting the Parish  council re  

Paths in the village as  a project 

that would benefit the  

community.  

I have stopped walking in the vil-

lage with my daughter as there 

have been several times that cars 

have got extremely close and 

nearly hit the pram. I have also 

seen other residents having to 

mount the verge while out walk-

ing to avoid on coming traffic.  

The item was discussed at the last 

parish council 

meeting and was 

decided that the 

provision of foot-

paths, which could 

be used by infant 

buggies would be 

useful, 

      Is there a need for  

but that such provision was be-

yond the powers of the Parish 

Council to implement. 

I have an opportunity to make 

further representation to council-

lors, however, I would only be 

willing to do this if it will benefit 

a number of residents in the vil-

lage.  

If you feel there is a need for 

paths in the village please con-

tact me.  

Anjuli Riley  

Tel: 01440 268789 

 

paths in the village?  



SAVE A LIFE 
Withersfield now has its own Public Assess Defibrillator (PAD) which is located in the 

yellow cabinet on the outside of the village hall to the right of the main front door. 

A defibrillator also known as a DEFIB or an AED (automated external defibrillator) they all 

mean the same thing, is a machine that could restart a person’s heart in cardiac arrest.  

They are available in train stations, shopping centres, leisure centres, towns and villages 

as well as many other locations. You shouldn’t be afraid of using a defibrillator if someone 

has had a cardiac arrest.   

23 villagers recently attended a free 2 hour BHF Heartstart course to learn lifesaving skills 

including CPR, choking, bleeding and how to use a defibrillator. The courses were sup-

ported by the parish council and instructed by local residents Mark Milsom (Air ambu-

lance paramedic) and Dr Fiona Andrews. Further courses are planned during the year 

and anyone interested should email the parish council to book a place. 

You do not have to be a firefighter to use a fire extinguisher; you do not have to be a par-

amedic to use a defibrillator. In cases of cardiac arrest a defibrillator is a vital piece of life 

saving equipment that can be used by anybody. All you have to do is follow the prompts 

as it instructs you when you switch it on. The software in the defibrillator decides if the 

casualty requires a shock, and prompts you to deliver it when required. Early Cardio- Pul-

monary Resuscitation (CPR) and the use of a defibrillator can increase a person’s chanc-

es of surviving a cardiac arrest by as much as 70%. When you call 999 the ambulance 

service will inform you of the nearest defibrillator and give you a code if it is located in a 

cabinet. Send someone to collect the defibrillator whilst CPR is maintained. 

 

The first few minutes of a cardia arrest are vital. Every minute of delay is a 10%  

reduction in chances of survival. 

Know your DRsABC 

D – Danger (ensure it is safe to approach) 
R – Response (check the patient for a response) 
s – Shout for help (do not leave the patient at this stage) 
A – Airway (open the airway tilting the head backwards) 
B – Breathing (Check if the patient is breathing normally) 
C – CPR (dial 999 and start CPR ask if there is a defib available) 
 
Further information on CPR can be found at https://www.resus.org.uk/faqs/faqs-cpr/ 
 

https://www.resus.org.uk/faqs/faqs-cpr/


Progressive Feast 

A big thank you to all of you who took part 

in the above feast on the 24th February. I 

think we may all have gained a few centime-

tres around our waists!  

Good food, good company, and great liquid 

refreshments, what more could one want? 

I would like to extend my thanks for the 

help given by Ann who sorted out some 

photographs of the past feasts and helped 

to dispense the coffee. 

Colin and I hope you will all have a lovely 
Easter.      

Thank you, 

Janet 

P.S.  LOST PROPERTY:  One wool type scarf 
left after coffee ready for collection, it is 
feeling very abandoned and we cannot 
console it.  

Progressive Feast 2018  

Accounts 

Monies in 

13 Participating  Couples  

@ £10 per couple                    £130 

Donation                                   £5 

Raffle                                        £48.10 

Total  in                                  £183.10 

Monies out 

Coffee & milk                                    £4 

Donation choice for St Mary’s       £90 

Donation choice for F of W            £45 

Half of raffle to St Mary’s          £22.05 

Half of raffle to F of W               £22.05 

Total   out                                   £183.10 



  Carpet bowls 

 

April 2018 

  

Tues   2nd            Ashley             League Match                   Village Hall     
 7.15pm 

Mon    9th  Singles Club Tournament Village Hall 
7.00pm 

Mon   16th               Stanningfield League Match                     Village Hall         
7.15pm 
  

Tues   17th                                     Club Night                           Village Hall         
7.00pm 
  

Mon    23rd                                     Club Night                           Village Hall         
7.00pm 
  

Sat     28th                           Quiz     

Sun    29th   
  

  Suffolk Finals Day   

Mon   30th                                       Club Night                         Village Hall       
7.00pm 

May 2018 

  

Tues 8th                 Club Night                         Village Hall       
7.00pm 

Mon   14th   
  

Singles                       Club Tournament               Village Hall     
 7.00pm 

Mon   21st                                       Club Night  Village Hall       
7.00pm 

Tues 29th         Club Night                           Village Hall       
7.00pm 



Spring is the start of the Bee Keepers New Year! 

• On a warm day (12 deg) have a look in the brood chamber for any eggs, grubs and 

sealed brood. 

• Add feed syrup to build up the brood to maximise the number of flying bees by mid-

June. This is start of the honey flow! 

• Clean & replace old combe in the supers and dark brood frames ready to put on the 

hives as needed. 

• Clear the floors by raking out any debris. 

• Time to treat VEROA. 

• Clear any vegetation from around the hive to help air circulation. 

• If you wish to breed, time to think about which 

hives to use. 

 

HAPPY BEE KEEPING! 

 



The provision of a children’s play area in 

Withersfield 

At the Parish Council meeting in January a member of the community asked the 

Council to look into the provision of a small children’s play area in the village as 

there are currently no facilities for the younger children on the village greens or 

the sports ground. As a result I was asked to undertake a review of issues in-

volved. Having spoken to the local authorities and neighbouring parishes it be-

came clear that the first steps in developing this project was to establish if 

there was a genuine need and desire among villagers for a play area. We will 

need detailed and persuasive quantitative and qualitative research, to obtain 

the necessary permissions and convince the local authority of the need as well 

as obtaining grants and funding. It will also require some kind of community 

consultation to establish the design and equipment to be used. Great Thurlow 

created a petition to demonstrate support in the village and used community 

events such as the annual fete to gather signatures and as a result, they have a 

wonderful facility on their sports ground (see picture below)  

The Great Thurlow Play Area. 



Withersfield residents, 

 

We have a new Facebook page 
which is a closed group for peo-
ple connected with Withersfield.  

 

It is a  way to stay connected 
while remaining a light-hearted 
and positive community site. 

 

Post local events and news 
here,  along with topics connect-
ed with the village and surround-
ing area. 

 

Please contact: 

Andrea Clark on FB and Rosie 
Winner on FB or 702182 for any 
questions. 

 

Please “ join” our group on 
Facebook here: 
 

https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?
q=withersfield%20people  

Withersfield Facebook 

Deadlines for June/July additions for 

the newsletter is: 

 

20th May 2018 

 

Please email your news items to: 

 

ELainemcinnes64@gmail.com 

The Annual Parochial Church 
Meeting will take place on: 

 

Friday, 27th April 2017 

At 7.30 p.m. 

In the Church 

This meeting is open to all parishion-
ers, and we would encourage you to 
attend to hear about the life of the 
Church here in Withersfield during 
2017. 

It is also the meeting where the Pa-
rochial Church Council is elected for 
the new year (starting at the end of 
April), and officers are appointed. 

 

Rosie Wenham 

Acting Secretary PCC 

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL 
CHURCH  

https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=withersfield%20people
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=withersfield%20people


Community Cricket Match 

Sunday 1st July (1.00pm)  

 

 
 

 

 

 

Withersfield Cricket Club and the Parish Council are organising a community cricket match 

to be held on Sunday 1st July against Great Wratting. The match will take place on the 

Withersfield sports ground.  

We have a wonderful sports ground in the village and the Parish Council would like to en-

courage as many people living in the Parish as possible to use this facility during the sum-

mer and what better way of doing it, than watching a local cricket match. 

There has been a cricket club in Withersfield since before the Second World War but the 

current club was formed about 40 years ago. At one time the legendary Australian cricket-

er, Sir Donald G Bradman was its Patron and Honorary Life Member as his father originat-

ed from Withersfield before they left for Australia, so there is a long tradition of cricket 

here in the village and one worth celebrating.  

This is an ideal opportunity to come together as a community and enjoy the facilities we 

have. So why not come and play? ANYONE is welcome to play, please contact our team 

captain for the day Jon Watkins jon.watkins@waddingtoneurope.com 

If you would like to be involved in organising the event or providing the tea please contact 

Frank Eve frank@frankeveconsulting.co.uk 

If you don’t want to play or organise why not put the date in your diary now and come up 

to the sports ground with a picnic and watch the fun. 

There will be more information on the match in the next edition of the news-

letter. 

mailto:jon.watkins@waddingtoneurope.com


 

 

Carpet Cleaning  
& Stone Floors, Upholstery, Rugs 

A few points that make us stand out, 
 

Rothwell’s has been in business since 1993 

We’re an honest local family firm. 

Our large truck mounted machines mean more 

cleaning & drying power for excellent results. 

Members of both the NCCA and TACCA. 

We will move the furniture. 

100% satisfaction or it’s FREE. 
 

 

 

 

Call Oliver or Max Campbell  

for expert help today. 
 

01638 428 060   www.Rothwells.biz 

 





All Green Services 

 

Grass Cutting, Strimming, Brush Cut-

ting 

Gardens, village greens, Churchyards & 

sports-fields (Mowers fitted with mulching 

kits) 

Spraying and Lawn Maintenance 

Patios & driveways, fertilising & spraying 

Hedge Cutting 

Including disposal of cuttings 

Firewood 

Seasoned firewood with free local delivery 

For friendly advice & a quotation please 

call: Simon Ratford on 07702 231 329  

(Full Public Liability Insurance) 

All Green Services 
 

 

 

 

Seasoned Firewood 

(Just over 2 cubic metre tipper 

truck load) 

Bags of kindling £5 

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY 

Please call Simon Ratford on: 

07702 231329/07803 989045 





 

 
 
Blinds & Curtains 

 by 
Matthew J Bramwell 

Supplier & fitter of made-to-

measure 

Blinds, Curtains, Tracks & Poles 

 
FREE  

Measure, Quote & Fitting 
 

bramwell281@btinternet.com 

www.mjbblindsandcurtains.com 

Call Matt on 07766 130149 

or  

01440 704371 



 



 

L&L Gardening Services 

We are a Male and female team taking on 

all types of gardening jobs. We use all our 

own professional tools & equipment 

01440 783938 / 07920 423196 

We do: Grass cutting (all size gardens)                 

S t r i m m i n g & b r u s h - c u t t i n g 

Hedge cutting & reductions  

B o r d e r  m a i n t e n a n c e/t i d y i n g 

Lawn treatment & scarifying 

 G a r d e n c l e a r a n c e 

Fencing (all types & styles) 

 




