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Neighbourhood Plans

• What is a Neighbourhood Plan?

• What are the benefits of developing a NP?

• How to develop a Neighbourhood Plan

• Further information 



What is a Neighbourhood 
Plan?

• A statutory plan that once Made forms a 
development plan document (use and 
development of land in their area)

Neighbourhood Plans

• Grants planning permission for certain 
kinds of development within specified 
area

Neighbourhood 
Development Orders

• A non statutory plan. Flexible process 
without examination, but can be a 
material planning consideration

Community Plans / 
Parish Plans

• A framework for coherent design 
principles, can be a material planning 
consideration

Village Design 
Statements



What is a Neighbourhood Plan?

NP Key 
Features

Community 
led

Evidence 
based

Planning 
Policies

Locally 
Guided 
Design

Use of land

Facilities 
needed

Grant 
(financial) 
available

Technical 
Support 
available

Locality.org.uk



What are the benefits?

Helps guide 
developmen
t decisions

Access 
Grant 

funding

Run by the 
community

Up to date 
evidence

Local 
nuance on 
adopted/ 
emerging 

developme
nt plan

Makes
unique 

planning 
policies

Access
Technical 
Support

Disadvantages?

Grant information and Technical Support Locality –
https://neighbourhood.planning.org/

https://neighbourhood.planning.org/


How to develop a 
Neighbourhood Plan?

Set objectives, 
establish 

Steering Group

Create a 
Neighbourhood 

Area

Community 
engagement, 
Gather data 
(Evidence 

base)

Assess data, 
draft policies, 
Write the Plan

Consultation, 
then 

Amendments

Submission
Independent 
Examination

Referendum The Plan is 
“made”



Common questions

Neighbourhood 
Plans 

The right planning 
‘tool’ for your area?

Who should be the 
qualifying body? 

NP must 
conform to 
strategic 

policies in the 
Local Plan/ 

NPPF

An opportunity to 
give you greater  

control on 
planning matters 

in your area?

Why do you need a 
NP? Are there 

issues not being 
dealt with by 

existing/emerging 
policies?

What support 
would you expect 
from the Council?

NPs can inform the 
location/type/quantum 
of development in an 

area

NPs can propose 
development but not 

‘block’ development(s)/ 
growth in the Local Plan

Who will 
support and 

fund the 
plan?

What  
geographical 
area should 

the plan 
cover?

What Issues 
could/should 

the plan 
cover?

NPs are a land 
use planning tool

What evidence do 
you have?

Could the 
emerging 

West Suffolk 
Local Plan 

address your 
concerns?

Government NP guidelines -
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/neighbourhood-
planning--2

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/neighbourhood-planning--2


How do Neighbourhood Plans fit in currently?

West Suffolk 

Local plan

Former St Edmundsbury area 
Development Plan

Core Strategy 
(2010)

Vision 2031 (2014)

Former Forest Heath area 
Development Plan

Core Strategy 
(2010)

Hargrave Neighbourhood 
Plan

Joint development 
Management policies 

document (2015)

Single Issue Review 
Policy CS7 (2019)

Site Allocations 
Local Plan (2019)



Withersfield – further information - maps

Images subject to copyright

Withersfield 1957-82; and Present day



Withersfield – further information –
Landscape typologies

www.suffolklandscape.org.uk
15 = rolling estate farmlands
24 = undulating estate farmlands

Image subject to copyright

http://www.suffolklandscape.org.uk/


Withersfield – further information – planning 
constraints

Find my nearest – http://maps.westsuffolk.gov.uk

Image subject to copyright

http://maps.westsuffolk.gov.uk/


Withersfield – further information – Local plan

Any questions?


